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Councilmember Keller continues to try to give us “government by theory”.  The latest effort is his personally developed Code of Ethics for former committee members, city employees and councilmembers.  Fortunately, even those on the Council who are usually his echo couldn’t quite swallow the whole thing. He’s taken it back for a revision, which in itself will still be an exercise in political correctness rather than an effective tool.





Focusing on reality for a moment, can you imagine the effect if, after they leave office, Mayor Hilligos - who has been humiliated by the new majority, Councilmember Stompe - who was thrown off the transportation committee by the new majority or Councilmember Read - who is barely tolerated by the new majority because she causes them no problems; appeared before the council supporting a business or community non profit?  Their individual support for anything would be a kiss-of-death.  It would be turned down just because they supported it.





Similarly, can you imagine Councilmember Keller voting in favor of some proposal just because a former City Manager spoke in favor of it at the microphone?  Fat chance.  





Reality number two.  If a majority of the Council doesn’t like you, your speaking for or against any issue will most likely have the opposite effect.  If the majority like you and you want to influence them, most likely a personal phone call would be the route. 





The proposed Code of Ethics will be merely for show no matter how Councilmember Keller revises it.





But, let’s look at reality from the other side.  If Councilmember Keller doesn’t want to be lobbied by an EX committee member, department head, city manager or councilmember; is it OK for a PRESENT occupant of one of those positions to call him privately or represent an interest publicly?  Any improper influence a former city functionary might have is mild compared to what a person presently in the job would wield.  What is the difference between teaming up with Councilmember Maguire now and being influenced by him when he was out of office?  Either a councilmember has an independent mind of his own or he admits to being influenced by whomever talks to him last.





A big deal was made about saving the city $1300 a year by having a private mailer send out the water bills but it appears to be of little interest that $3000 was spent just to review the legal language of Councilmember Keller’s proposed Code of Ethics.  I guess some money is more important than others.





While I’m on this kick, how about the citizen committee to participate in the city manager selection process?  “Throw the process open to the public”, the new majority said.  Of 25,000 plus registered voters, only 8 bothered to apply.  (And at least three of those 8 are avid new majority supporters and hard-core proponents of not promoting in-house.)  





Even the young Boy Scout who wrote a letter-to-the-editor recently, recognized that the Council should make decisions, like picking a new city manager themselves rather than have such decisions made by committee. I hope the fact that only 8 people applied for their committee sends the Council a message that most of the rest of us feel that way also.  





Of course, the scout and most people don’t think about the fact that, if the Council lets a committee be involved in the process, they can always blame the committee’s recommendations for any less-than-perfect results.  We’re not seeing so much “open government” as we are prescreened, by committee, multiple choices for the Council to select from.





Wouldn’t it be nice if the Petaluma commuters to Marin were given half as much attention as are the possible future transgressions of committee members, department 
